
Transforming Africa into a Single 
Digital Market



About the Smart Africa Alliance

1. To put ICT at the center of national socio-

economic development agenda 

2. To improve access to ICT especially Broadband  

3. To improve accountability, efficiency and 

openness through ICT  

4. To put the Private Sector First  

5. To leverage ICT to promote sustainable 

development 

Endorsed by the AU in January 2014

Smart Africa Manifesto 
Principles
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1. Algeria
2. Angola
3. Benin
4. Burkina Faso
5. Cameroon
6. Cape Verde
7. Chad
8. Congo
9. DR Congo
10. Côte d’Ivoire
11. Djibouti
12. Egypt

13. Gabon
14. Ghana
15. Guinea
16. Kenya
17. Mali
18. Mauritania
19. Morocco
20. Niger
21. Rwanda
22. Sao Tome & 

Principe
23. Sierra Leone

24. Senegal
25. South Africa
26. South Sudan
27. Sudan
28. Togo
29. Tunisia
30. Uganda
31. Zambia
32. Zimbabwe

MEMBER STATES

The Smart Africa Alliance has grown to 32 member
countries with the inclusion of the Islamic Republic of
Mauritania & the Republic of Sudan representing
approximately 815 million people. Ongoing efforts are
underway to attract more member countries into the Smart
Africa Alliance.

Smart Africa Member States



Smart Africa Leadership 
The Board is composed of Heads of State of all the member countries.



Partners & Private Sector Members



TAS | Statistics for 
the PAST FIVE EDITIONS 

The Transform Africa Summit Next Summit 2022



The true size of Africa

The African continent is larger 
than the US, China, Japan, India 

and all of Europe combined



Africa: Current Status

+ -
1.3 billion population market size Intra-Africa trade represents only 18% 

of  African exports against 69% for the 
same statistic in Europe

Mobile data traffic has grown by 20 
times between 2013 and 2019

Less than 30% of  Africans have access 
to internet

Share of  internet users in Kenya = 
87.2%

Share of  internet users in Chad = 6.3%

Digital finance clearly evolving as 
financial and social inclusion driver (ex: 
Mobile Money)

500 million of  African people without 
any form of  legal identity mostly 
women, children and marginalized 
groups

Entrepreneurship ecosystems have 
grown by 10 times in the last 5 years

Lack of  digital skills in Africa: the World 
Bank reports that only 50% of  African 
countries include computer skills in their 
curriculum, compared to 85% elsewhere
Less than 3% of  international equity 
funding is going to Africa



Africa: Existing initiatives for the Digital Transformation of Africa

The Digital 
Transformation 

Strategy for 
Africa by African 

Union (AU)

Policy and 
Regulatory 

Initiative for 
Digital Africa 

(PRIDA)

Programme for 
Infrastructure 

Development in 
Africa (PIDA)

African 
Continental Free 

Trade Area 
(AfCFTA)

The African 
Union Financial 

Institutions 
(AUFIs)

Single African Air 
Transport Market 

(SAATM)
Free Movement of 

Persons (FMP)
UN Economic 

Commission for 
Africa (UNECA)

AUDA-NEPAD
Regional 
Economic 

Communities 
(RECs)

African 
Development 
Bank (AfDB)

Africa 
Telecommunicat
ions Union (ATU)

Africa Capacity 
Building 

Foundation

International 
Telecommunicat
ion Union (ITU) 

World Bank

The Smart Africa Alliance has set the creation of a Single 
Digital Market in Africa as its strategic vision.



The Vision of  Smart Africa
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Transform Africa into a single 
digital market by 2030

Build affordable 
digital 
infrastructure to 
interconnect the 
continent

1
Promote and 
facilitate 
investment and 
doing business 
across Africa

2
Accelerate the 
birth and 
development of a 
digital society

3



• Smart Africa Scholarship Fund 
(Burkina Faso)

• Giga Africa (Smart Africa)
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Smart Africa Projects Status in 2020
15 in strategic planning and 3 in implementation

Concept Level
(11 projects)

Blueprint Level
( 4 projects) 

Pilot Level 
(2 projects) 

Scale-up Level 
(1 project)

T
R

IE
N

N
IA

L 
PL

AN
 F

O
C

U
S 

AR
E

AS

Building 
Affordable 

Infrastructure

Promote and 
Facilitate doing 

business and 
investing across 

Africa

Accelerating the 
birth of  a 

digital society

• Cybersecurity (Côte d’Ivoire)

• Smart Women and Girls (Smart 
Africa)

• ICT Skills and Capacity 
Building (Burkina Faso)

• Intra-African Cross-Border 
Connectivity (Guinea)

• Start-up and Innovation 
Ecosystems (Tunisia)

• One Africa Network (Gabon)

Quick winsHigh priority and cross-border impact

• Cloud & Data Centers (Djibouti)

• Bulk Capacity Purchase (Smart 
Africa)

• Broadband Access (Senegal)

• Smart Cities (Rwanda)

• Digital ID (Benin)

• Artificial Intelligence (South Africa)

• BLOC Smart Africa Fund (Smart Africa)

• e-Payment (Ghana)
• Digital Economy (Kenya)

• Data Protection and Privacy (Senegal)
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Smart Africa Projects Status in 2022
12 in strategic planning and 22 in implementation

Concept Level
(6 projects)

Blueprint Level
( 8 projects) 

Pilot Level
(14 projects)

Scale-up Level 
(8 project)
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Building 
Affordable 

Infrastructure

Promote and 
Facilitate doing 

business and 
investing across 

Africa

Accelerating the 
birth of  a 

digital society

Quick winsHigh priority and cross-border impact

• Giga Africa (Smart Africa/ITU/Unicef)

• Digital infrastructure financing
(Smart Africa)

• Digital infrastructure database 
(Smart Africa)

• Internet Governance (Burkina Faso)

• Smart Villages (Niger)

• Clearing Houses (Smart Africa)

• Data Governance (Smart Africa)

• Cybersecurity (Côte d’Ivoire)

• e-Health (Smart Africa)

• Smart Devices (Smart Africa)

• Smart Women and Girls (Smart 
Africa)

• Bulk Capacity Purchase (Smart 
Africa)

• Broadband Access (Senegal)

• Smart Africa community 
Connect (Smart Africa)

• Digital ID (Benin)

• Cloud & Data Centers (Djibouti)

• Blockchain (Smart Africa)

• Artificial Intelligence (South Africa)

• Digital Economy (Kenya)
• Digital Economy Index (Smart 

Africa)
• ICT Skills and Capacity 

Building (Burkina Faso)
• Agritech (Zimbabwe)
• e-Payment (Ghana)
• Digital platformer (Smart Africa)

• One Africa Network (Gabon)

• Smart Cities (Rwanda)
• Digital Terrestrial TV 

Migration (Smart Africa)
• Intra-African Cross-Border 

Connectivity (Guinea)

• Start-up and Innovation 
Ecosystems (Tunisia)

• BLOC Smart Africa Fund (Smart 
Africa)

• Smart Africa Scholarship Fund 
(Burkina Faso)

• Smart Africa Digital Academy 
(Smart Africa)

• Internet of Things (Smart Africa)

• Quality of Services & Experience 
(Smart Africa)

• Data Protection and 
Privacy (Senegal)

• Cloud & Data Centers (Djibouti)

• Cross-border e-Commerce 
Blueprint (Egypt)



Sample of  initiatives



Pilot Projects (/1)
Focus Area 1: Building Affordable Infrastructure
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Project Flagship/Champion 
Country

Pilot Project / Scaleup Pilot Project Goals/Target Countries

Intra Africa Cross Border
Connectivity (Guinea)

ü Interconnecting each African 
Country to at least two of  its 
neighbors

ü Creation of a CONSORTIUM for the creation
and operation of an Intra-Africa connectivity
network by interconnecting each
African Country to at least two of its neighbors
through existing or new infrastructure. Services
Traffic generated in Africa and destined for
Africa should stay in Africa.

One Africa Network (Smart
Africa)

ü Set up a One Africa Network
within the African continent

ü To reduce cost of roaming and international
communication services within Africa

ü To keep intra African-traffic within the
boundaries of the continent.

ü Multiply direct links between African Operators



Pilot Projects (/2)
Focus Area 1: Building Affordable Infrastructure
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Project Flagship/Champion 
Country

Pilot Project / Scaleup Pilot Project Goals/Target Countries

Bulk Purchase Project (Smart
Africa)

ü Broadband & Internet Affordability 
Project based on Bulk Capacity 
Purchase through IRU framework.

ü Creation of a Special Purpose Vehicle to operationalize
the project based on the study report. Initial Member
States are Chad, Mali, Niger, Rwanda, Zambia,
Djibouti, Egypt, Kenya, Morocco and South Africa.

Broadband Access (Senegal) ü Giga Africa Project ü The objective is connecting every school in Africa to
Internet. (Initial Countries: Rwanda, Kenya, Niger,
Zimbabwe, Sierra Leone). Part of UNICEF/ITU global
Giga initiative.



Pilot Projects (/1)
Focus Area 2: Promote and Facilitate doing business and investing across Africa
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Project 
Flagship/Champion 
Country

Pilot Project / Scaleup Pilot Project Goals/Target Countries

ICT Start-ups and
Innovation
Ecosystems (Tunisia)

ü National Startup Acts ü Support on the development of their startup Act processes
ü Develop Startup Act toolkit based on the African Member States

experience on their development of their Startup Act.

ü Bloc Smart Africa Fund ü Secure EUR 100 million through Catalytic and Senior Tranche needed
to start financing ICT startups

Digital ID Project
(Benin)

ü Smart Africa Trust Alliance (SATA)
governance for data exchange

ü Data exchange of digital identity
information across countries to enable
cross-border digital services

ü One-time Mobile Registration proof of concept project to facilitate the
mutual recognition of the registration of travelling citizens for sim and /
or mobile wallet services of mobile operators across countries by
interconnecting national digital ID systems.

Cross-border
e-Payment for Digital
Trade (Rep. Ghana)

ü Cross-border e-Payment for
Digital Trade

ü Support AfCFTA with the development of digital trade protocol through
a harmonized e-payments regime across the continent.

ü Carry a Gender sensitive assessment of the current state of e-payments
and ecommerce in Africa

ü Develop a toolkit that will be used to assist member states with developing
their Gender- sensitive, cross-border e-Payment Policies and

ü Carry Regional trainings and capacity building programs in cross-border
e-payments and e-commerce



Pilot Projects (/2)
Focus Area 3: Accelerating the birth of  a digital society
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Project Flagship/Champion 
Country

Pilot Project / Scaleup Pilot Project Goals/Target Countries

Smart Africa Digital Academy
(Smart Africa)

ü SADA In-
Country Implementation

ü Curbing Digital divide with in-
Country targeted projects.

ü Overall, 1743 people from 26 countries have been
trained under SADA

ü For in-country implementation of SADA, 7 countries
have since expressed their interest, namely
Benin, Burkina Faso, Congo Brazzaville, Cote
d'Ivoire, Rwanda, Ghana and Tunisia

E-Agriculture and AgriTech
(Zimbabwe)

ü Development of an Agriculture
Information Management
System (AIMS)

ü Improving the lives of the smallholder farmers within
rural and peri-urban communities through better
utilization Information Communication Technologies
(ICTs) in the agricultural value Chain

• Zimbabwe
• Kenya



Twitter: @RealSmartAfrica

Website: www.smartafrica.org

Contact us

info@smartafrica.org

Thank You!

http://www.smartafrica.org/
http://smartafrica.org

