
MINING FOCUS GROUP – HARNESSING 

BOTSWANA MINERAL RESOURCES

Charles Siwawa CEO 22nd 2021



MINERALS EXPLORATION 

 The country is endowed with minerals

 Diamonds, copper / nickel, coal, iron ore, manganese, 
gold, soda ash, silver, lead, uranium vanadium and rare 
earths minerals

 The minerals are spread across the country

 Over 1000 exploration licenses issued out to 
prospective entrepreneurs
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ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION

 Funds from mining used to diversify the economy 

through investing in other growth sectors 

 Positive response to diversification since the 

contribution of mining as a percentage of GDP has 

declined over the years

 Growth sectors include Tourism, Financial, Transport 

and Communication etc



MINING GROWTH MODELS

 Conversion of exploration licenses to mining licenses 
and focus on reopening mines on care and maintenance

 Need to eliminate speculative licenses on minerals 
exploration to achieve more contribution from the 
mining space  

 Financial institutions to align themselves with mining 
industry 

 Beneficiation of minerals to achieve value add 



INFRASTRUCTURE

 Electricity transmission on grid

 Road network

 Railway systems

 Water reticulation

 Telecommunications



Transmission Grid Expansion Plan
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PROJECTS

 Kazungula Bridge (rail and road) linking Botswana and 
Zambia

 Transmission lines linking power stations in the east to 
mining areas in the west of the country

 Mmamabula – Lephalale railway line

 North – South water pipeline

 Renewable energy



Conclusion

❑ Botswana mineral deposits though numerous are inferior 
in grade than counterparts around except for diamonds

❑ Robust feasibility studies are essential to establish long 
term sustainability of the operations

❑ Financial institutions to align with mining industry to 
inject growth into the economy

❑ There is a need to keep the operations on the lower 
quartile of the cost curve
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